Friday General Meeting: 7:00 P.M., 1st Friday of Month,

Mar. 6 at 1715 S. 8th St., just east of the main Glas-Col
building; talk-in - 146.685 RPT; PL 151.4 MHz.
The Board meeting immediately follows the
General meeting. Visitors are welcome.

Every The Club Station is open, 7:00 - 9:00 P.M.,

Thursday  Downstairs, Red Cross Bldg., 700 S. 3rd.

SPEGIAL EVENTS

WVARA Hamfest - National Guard Armory ........c.c..... Mar. 14

Brentlinger Award Dinner - World Gospel Church.... Mar. 28
It’s a pitch-in! Bring a dish to pass. The Club will
provide the meat and drink. Arrive around 6:30 P.M.
We will commence eating at 7. Program follows.

BANDSPREAD

JAMES WENDELL McFALL , KOVDQ-SK

It is with great sadness that we an-
nounce that Jim W. McFall, K9VDQ, 70,
of Terre Haute died Feb. 10, 2009, at 2:52
P.M. in Union Hospital.

Born March 8, 1938, in Connersville,
Indiana, Jim graduated from high school
in Connersville in 1956. Following that,
he received an associate degree in elec-
tronics from Ivy Tech. He served in the
U.S. Air Force from 1956 to 1960. Fol-
lowing that, he married Phyllis Schuler on
May 26, 1961 and went to work for GTE,
from which he retired in 1990 after 30
years of service. He then taught electron-
ics for some time at Ivy Tech.

Jim was a member of the American
Radio Relay League, the Quarter Century
Wireless Association, the Wabash Valley
Amateur Radio Association, the Terre
Haute Radio Club, the East Side Outdoor
Ham Club and the American Red Cross
among others.

Under the call sign, K9VDQ, Jim was
an Amateur Radio operator for over 50
years. He had also held a private and a
commercial pilot’s license.

Jim’s presence will be greatly missed by
the Wabash Valley amateur radio commu-
nity. Until recently Jim was at most
meetings of the various radio groups in
the greater Terre Haute area. He designed
and built his own mobile radio tower
which could be seen at various radio
events around the valley. He could be
found outside in all weather with the
Eastside Group as well.

This was the first year that Jim had not
brought his emergency tower trailer to sit
along side the ARES trailer for Family
Learning Day at the Terre Haute Public
Library. Jim had difficulty in getting
about but he attended the January meeting

of the WVARA, which was the last time
we saw him at an Amateur Radio func-
tion. He was not heard for a while on the
Sunday night net nor on the Thursday
night CAARLA net and we were shocked
to find that he had been in Union Hospital
for some time.

Jim McFall, K9vDQ*

We’ll miss his advice and experience
based on years of service to the Wabash
Valley amateur community. —ed.

Local Nets
Tuesday Evening 8:00 P.M. ET
Parke Co. Em. Svs. Net 146.745/R
Wednesday Evenin 9:00 P.M. ET
Clark Co. ARES Ne 146.595/S
Thursday Evening 9:00 P.M. ET
CAARLA Net 146.685/R
Sunday Morning 8:20 A.M. ET
Vigo Co. ARES'NET 146.685/R
Sunday Evening 9:00 P.M. ET
WVARA Net 146.685/R*
* First Sunday of the month is Simplex night. The
WVARA Net meets that night on 146.595/S

* Photo courtesy Jim Osburn, WD9EYB

THE 2009 HAMFEST
HAS MOVED!

The date, March 14, is the same but the
location has moved! The new location is the
National Guard Armory on Maple Avenue,
just west of Terre Haute North High School.
Look for the TANK parked outside!

(SEE MAP ON LAST PAGE.)

The hamfest will be indoors, rain or shine!
Table setup begins at 6 P.M. Friday, March
13 and continues at 6 A.M. Saturday morn-
ing. Doors open to vendors at 7 A.M. with
opening to the public at 8. A talk-in will be
available on 146.685 (PL 151.4).

Admission is $5 (12 and under free). Ta-
bles will again be free this year but only a
limited number are available.

There will be hourly drawings for door
prizes, forum at 10 A.M. plus ARRL VEC
coordinated testing at 11:00 A.M.

In order for this event to be a success we
need your help. This year, Keith, WA9DRO,
will handle the talk-in and Jerry, WOTWR,
will coordinate the ticket sales. They will
need assistance, so if you would like to help,
please contact them.

And don't forget afterward! That's
teardown/cleanup time. We will need to tear
down tables and straighten up the facility.
We will need as many people as possible to
help afterward with this activity. We will
greatly appreciate everyone who can help.

Your help will make this hamfest a suc-
cess and to continue to see it grow. Please
contact us if you would like to help. Check
out the hamfest flyer on the club web site at:
http://www.w9uuu.org/bulletins.html for
more info, contact Nick Vinardi, NOWG,
NOWG@ARRL.NET (812) 230-1760
2009 Hamfest Chairman.




Minutes
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General Meeting Minutes 02/13/09

The February meeting of the WVARA was called to order at
7:03 PM. by Club President Gary Adams, WOEEU. The Pledge
of Allegiance was led by Club Vice President Ray Andrews,
K9DUR. Those present introduced themselves. There were no
new or upgraded licenses. Announcements: (1) The Board
meeting will follow this meeting. (2) The Brentlinger Award
dinner will be held March 28 at the World Gospel Church.
We'll gather at 6:30 and eat at 7:00 PM. The meal will be pot-
luck with the club furnishing the meat and drink. Ted Brentlin-
ger, K9SGL, gave a brief explanation of the Brentlinger Award.
(3) The WVARA Hamfest will be held on March 14 at the Indi-
ana Army National Guard Armory. (4) Due to Ray, K9DUR's
ongoing medical treatment the Vice President's position is
open. Notify Gary, WOEEU, if you're interested. The election
will be next month. (5) Name badges are being ordered for
members who haven't received a badge before.

(6) Steve Shorter, NT9T, has code practice tapes available dur-
ing the break. (7) Indiana Senate Bill 196, which would outlaw
the use of text messaging and certain other digital modes, has
been amended to exempt ham radio operators, which would
include weather spotters, according to Ray, K9DUR. (8) The
CAARLA meeting will be held Friday, February 13 at The
Gathering in Sullivan. QCWA will meet at Pizza City on Satur-
day, February 14 at noon to eat and 1 P.M. for business meeting.
(9) John Van Sandt, N9YRX, announced the Wednesday night
Clark Co. ARES net at 9 PM. IN time, has moved to 146.595.
(10) The Weather Spotters Class will meet February 23 at 7
P.M. at the old Post Office at Glas-Col. (11) John, N9YRX,
requested the WVARA consider an Amateur Radio
Scholarship. Secretary's Report: The secretary's report, pre-
sented by Bette Young, KCOGWT, will stand as printed in the
Bandspread. Treasurer's Report: Nick Vinardi, NOWG, Treas-
urer, reported a total of $10,661.18 in all accounts and moved
the report be accepted. Ron Young, AB9GI, seconded the
motion. Motion carried. Old Business: There was no old
business. New Business: (1) Gary, K9EEU nominated Chuck
Procarione, WOCOD, for the At-Large Board position. Ray,
K9DUR moved nominations be closed, John T., K9PIE, sec-
onded the motion. Motion carried. (2) The Budget was pre-
sented for approval. Kevin Berlen, K9HX, moved the budget be
approved. John, NOYRX, seconded the motion. Motion carried.
(3) There will be no vote tonight on the proposed Bylaw
Amendment. Club President Gary, WOEUU, asked for ideas.
Chuck, WI9COD, presented some thoughts on the proposed
Bylaw Amendment. Discussion followed. Club President Gary
ask that suggestions be emailed to him at WOEEU @arrl.net.
Dave Littlejohn, NOFMD, moved the Club President appoint a
committee to bring a proposal of the Bylaw Amendment to the
board in two months or less. Ted, N9SGL, seconded the
motion. Motion carried. The Halfpot drawing was won by Bill
Wilson, K9KJQ. Tonight's program is "Check Your Rig
Night" and Kevin, K9HX, and Gary Shear, WB5QFE, checked
ten rigs. Dave, NOFMD, checked four pagers. The Club is very
appreciative of the equipment made available by Ra-Comm,

Kevin and Gary's employer. The meeting adjourned at 9:00 P.M.
- Respectfully Submitted, Bette Young, KCOGWT, Secretary

Board Meeting Minutes 02/13/09

The February meeting of the WVARA Board was called to
order at 9:20 P.M. by Club President Gary Adams, WIEEU.
Other officers present were Nick Vinardi, NOWG, Treasurer;
Bette Young, KCOGWT, Secretary and Kevin Berlen, K9HX,
Trustee. Other Board members present were Steve Shorter
NTOIT, Past President and Chuck Procarione, W9COD, Mem-
ber at Large. Also present were Ron Young, AB9GI; Gary
Wheeler, K9ERE and Dave Littlejohn, N9FMD. Kevin moved
that Dave Pifer, NOYNF, be appointed as temporary Vice
President, pending ratification by the Membership. Steve sec-
onded the motion. Motion carried. Secretary's Report: The
secretary's report, presented by Bette, stands as printed in The
Bandspread. Treasurer's Report: Treasurer Nick reported a
total of $10,661.18 in all Club accounts and moved the report
be accepted. Chuck, WICOD, seconded the motion. Motion
carried. Old Business: (1) The work on the Wi-Fi link is fin-
ished. (2) There is nothing to report on the repeater upgrade.
(3) Some items from the estate sale are still to be sold; they
will be on the club table at the Hamfest. (4) Dave, NOYNF,
will have a report on the domain name for next meeting. (5) A
committee will be formed concerning the Bylaw Amendment.
(6) Kevin, K9HX and Ray, K9DUR will present a program on
antennas for the next Club meeting. (7) Nick is in charge of
this year’s Hamfest. He stated that due to conflicts with other
Hamfests, only one commercial vendor will be attending the
WVARA Hamfest. The change of location of the Hamfest to
the National Guard Armory will be on the Club website.

New Business: (1) Possible scholarships to be offered by the
WVARA was discussed. Kevin will get more information on
this. (2) There was a discussion on the possibility of funding a
digipeater location to the north. No action was taken. Meeting
adjourned at 10:10 PM.

- Respectfully Submitted, Bette Young, KCOGWT, Secretary

(

[The Bandspread is the official publication of the Wabash Valley \
Amateur Radio Association, Inc. Organized around 1927, as a non-
profit public service organization, it was affiliated with the ARRL on
April 5, 1934.

Board Of Directors:
President Gary Adams, WOEEU
Vice-President David Pifer, N9YNF
Secretary Bette Young, KCOGWT
Treasurer Nick Vinardi, NOWG
Trustee Kevin Berlen, KO9HX

Past President
Board Member

Steve Shorter, NTO9T
Chuck Procarione, W9COD

at Large
Publications:
Bandspread Editor: Gary Wheeler, K9ERE
Bandspread Facilitator: Dave Littlejohn, N9FMD
Bandspread Printing: Gary Adams, WOEEU
eBandspread Posting: David Pifer, NOYNF

Submissions: e-mail the editor at k9ere @earthlink.net
or mail to P.O. Box 10081, Terre Haute, IN 47801 (NOTE ADDR. CHANGE)

Contact our Webmaster, David Pifer, NOYNF n9ynf@arrl.net to
join our listserv or if you have a problem receiving the eBandspread.

\S 7,

Sunday Night Net Manager, Kay Brentlinger, KWOLF







