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   A trip on the bus to Dayton Hamven-
tion is never dull or boring. The author 
got up at 2:30 A.M. Il time to get to the 
bus on time. Knowing that Margaret  Ave. 
was blocked with construction, I would 
have to detour. Preparation included a 
jacket (not needed until AB9GI had the 
bus driver turn on the air conditioner), 
water, painkillers, and a wheeled basket 
with a fold-out seat.
   The trip over was uneventful although 
some concern was heard when someone 
(me) told the driver (not Butch this year) 
where to turn off for breakfast. Just  a 
minor correction and we were at  the right 
McDonald’s/Bob Evans turnoff. It  turns 
out there is an information sign for the 
combo at the second Richmond exit 
(wrong one). For future reference the old 
tried and true combo is at the third and 
final Richmond exit.
   Upon leaving McDonald’s the bus 
driver had problems getting the bus into 
gear. The push button transmission he 
thought  had failed. He made a cell call to 
the mechanic back in Terre Haute. While 
waiting for a call back, Joe, KC9JAC, 
came to the front of the bus and was 
looking the situation over. Joe asked if 
the driver  had his foot  on the brake. So
  (Cont’d, see Dayton Bus, p.5)

   Recent events have caused a chain re-
action in ARES in Vigo County. Dave 
Pifer, N9YNF, is stepping down from the 
Vigo County EC slot to move up to Dis-
trict 7 Emergency Coordinator. For the 
past 12 years, N9YNF has been involved 
with ARES as Vigo County EC, 5/1996 - 
7/2002; Indiana Section Emergency Co-
ordinator, 7/2002 - 4/2007 and Vigo 
County EC again from 4/2007 - 4/2008. 
  Jerry Boling, KC6OND, has been named 
by the ARRL to the Vigo County EC po-
sition, as of June 1, 2008. Jerry is already 
beginning to organize things so look for a 
lot of exciting things in the coming 
months.
   With this move, the Vigo County ARES 
trailer is also transitioning to become a 
WVARA Resource. (See Trailer Make-
over, p. 3.) While primarily dedicated to 
the support of groups like ARES and 
RACES in the area, the trailer will be 
seen a lot more at  various activities as 
well and will hopefully get  more time ‘out 
and about’ rather than being mainly 
parked. A number of enhancements are 
planned for the trailer as well. N9YNF 
will remain the manager of the trailer.

  Finally! The Terre Haute Triathlon is no 
longer on the same weekend as the 
Dayton Hamvention! It’s now May 31!
   Attached are the plan and roster for the 
Terre Haute Triathlon. If anyone has any 
questions/concerns or corrections please 
let  me know ASAP. Those participating 
so far are....
Dan, W9OOT (KC9MAE)  Mary, KB9NLJ
Dave, WT9I (KC9EGN)  John, N9YRX
Dave, N9FMD   Nick, KC9DRS
Jerry, KC6OND   Nathan, KC9KNG
Steve, WB9WVG   Bill, KC9KJQ
John, K9GBO   Cindy, KC9NCU
Randy, KG9GS   Jim, WD9EYB
Kenna, KB9RUP   Dave, N9YNF
Gary, K9ERE

   For maps and other general triathlon 
information, click on the following link:
http://www.thtriathlon.com/course.html
--
  David L. Pifer - N9YNF
  Indiana District 7 Emergency Coordinator
  6083 N. Clinton St.
  Terre Haute, IN 47805-1507
  Home: (812) 466-1005 Work: (812) 237-2923
  n9ynf@arrl.net       http://www.pifer.us/david/

SPECIAL EVENTS
TERRE HAUTE TRIATHLON ...........................
 May 31

FIELD DAY ............................................  
June 27, 28, 29

AMATEUR RADIO PICNIC ...............................    Aug 16

This Month's Program
Field Day Preparation

Local Nets
Tuesday Evening
 8:00 P.M.  ET
Parke Co. Em. Svs. Net
 146.745/R

Wednesday Evening9:00 P.M.  CT
Clark Co. ARES Net

 146.520/S

Thursday Evening
 9:00 P.M.  ET
CAARLA Net
 
 146.685/R

Sunday Morning
 8:20 A.M.  ET
Vigo Co. ARES NET

 146.685/R

Sunday Evening
 9:00 P.M.  ET
WVARA Net
 
 146.685/R*
* First Sunday of the month is Simplex night.  The
    WVARA Net meets that night on 146.595/S
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REGULAR EVENTS
Friday

 General Meeting: 7:00 P.M., 1st Friday of Mo. 
June 6
 7th & Idaho, just south of the Main Glas-Col 



 
 building.  Talk-in  - 146.685 RPT; PL 151.4

 The Board meeting immediately  follows the 



 General meeting. Visitors are welcome.
Every

 The Club Station is open, 7:00 - 9:00 P.M., 
Thursday
 Downstairs, Red Cross Bldg., 700 S. 3rd.

BUS TO DAYTON 
HAMVENTION

ARES 
TRANSITION

TERRE HAUTE 
TRIATHLON

Field Day Tee Shirt Sales 
/ Reservations - See p. 2



General Meeting Minutes 05/02/08
The May meeting of the WVARA was called to order by Presi-
dent Gary Adams, W9EEU.   The Pledge of Allegiance was led 
by Club Vice President Ginger Downing, WB9ZHC.  The order 
of the meeting was changed to accommodate our speaker Mike 
Goode, N9NS from Indianapolis.  Mike spoke about his DXpe-
dition experiences in Samoa, Montserrat and Monaco.  His ad-
vice for those beginning DXpeditions were: have a good an-
tenna, be persistent, have access to the DX bulletin and have a 
good mentor.   Mike is a very interesting speaker and was en-
joyed by the entire Club. A short break followed during which 
Steve, NT9T, won the half-pot. Announcements:  (1) 
CAARLA will meet Saturday, May 10, at the World Gospel 
Church.    Bring your own lunch.    (2) VE Testing will be in 
Paris, IL on May 10.   (3) See Nick, N9WG, for tickets for the 
Dayton Bus.  (4) The Bison Stampede will be held in Cory 
tomorrow, May 3.  (5) Field Day will be held June 27, 28 and 
29 again at Shrine Hill.  Functions will be divided up between 
members.   Kevin will order T-Shirts.   To order a shirt, Kevin 
needs the size, name, call and $12.00 for each shirt. (6) Techni-
cian Classes will begin Monday, May 12 at 7:00 P.M. at World 
Gospel Church.    (7) John, N9YRX,  requested help from the 
Club with the CAMA Bike Rally to be held June 14.  See John 
for details.  (8) Dave,  N9YNF, requested help with the Terre 
Haute Triathlon to be held May 31, beginning at 7:00 A.M. 
Dave also announced he  is stepping down as Emergency Co-
ordinator effective 5/31/2008. Secretary's report: The secre-
tary's report was approved as printed in The Bandspread.  
Treasurer's Report: Nick Vinardi, N9WG, reported a total of 
$11,922.47 in all accounts and presented that in the form of a 
motion.   Ken, W9VKE, seconded the motion.   Motion carried.  
It was announced there is a new rig at the Club Station.  Ginger 
stated it had a nice receive.   There being no further business, 
the meeting adjourned at 8:45 P.M.   - Respectfully Submitted, Bette 
Young, KC9GWT, Secretary.

Board Meeting Minutes 05/02/08
The May 2, 2008, meeting of the WVARA Board was called to 
order by Club President Gary Adams, W9EEU, at 8:50 P.M. 
Other officers present were Vice President Ginger Downing, 
KB9ZHC; Treasurer Nick Vinardi, N9WG; Secretary Bette 
Young, KC9GWT and Trustee Kevin Berlen, K9HX. Board 
Members at Large Ray Andrews, K9DUR and Chuck Pro-
carione, W9COD, were also present along with guests, Dave 
Littlejohn, N9FMD; Steve Shorter, NT9T; Ron Young, AB9GI; 
and David Pifer, N9YNF. The Secretary's Report was ac-
cepted as printed in  The Bandspread.    Treasurer's Report: 
Nick reported there was a total of $11,922.47 in all accounts. 
He moved the report be accepted. Chuck seconded the motion; 
motion carried.  Old Business: Kevin   told the Board  that 
Commercial Radio will assume the cost of repairs and WIFI 
will soon be ready to use. (2) When asked about the repeater, 
Kevin stated the rotator will be installed on Wednesday night. 
A cabinet needs to be installed at ISU and then the repeater will 
be ready to use. (3) Ginger stated that she and Dan, 

W9OOT, will be at the Bison Stampede site in Cory at 9 A.M.  
(4) Technician Classes will begin Monday, May 12, at 7:00 
P.M. at World Gospel Church.   Ron, AB9GI, will order text-
books for the class. (6) Chuck  reported the brakes are working 
on the van and he will obtain quotes for insurance. New Busi-
ness:   (1) Dave, N9YNF, stated he is stepping down as Emer-
gency Coordinator for Vigo County effective May 31, 2008.  
He will be selling the trailer used by Vigo Co. ARES for com-
munications  and will give the Club the first opportunity to buy 
it for $2000.00 with equipment or $1600.00 without equip-
ment. Ray Andrews moved the Club purchase the trailer for 
$2000.00. Kevin seconded the motion to buy the trailer out of 
the $3000.00 budgeted for such expenditures.  Motion carried.  
(2) Kevin and Gary, K9ERE, have talked with a lady in 
Rockville, who wants help selling her husband's radio equip-
ment from their  estate.   She would like help selling   equip-
ment, cleaning the basement and getting rid of what doesn't sell 
and would split the proceeds 50 - 50.  The Board agreed to help 
out and Kevin will get prices.  There being no further business 
the meeting adjourned at 9:45 P.M.  
                       - Respectfully Submitted, Bette Young, KC9GWT, Secretary

FIELD DAY TEE SHIRT SALES 
/ RESERVATIONS 

   2008 Field day in almost here. The Club again this year is 
taking orders for our annual Field Day tee shirts. This year they 
will be a dark red or burgundy in color, and the cost will be $12 
each regardless of size. The Club logo and “Field Day 2008” 
will be on the front, and your name and call sign will be on the 
back. Get your orders in to Nick, N9WG by June 11, and the 
shirts will be delivered at the Field Day site on Friday, June 
25th. We need to know your size, name, and call sign. Your 
check or cash will confirm your order.

 Kevin, K9HX

SUMMER SCHEDULE – PLEASE NOTE!
   As is customary, there will be no general meetings for the 
months of July and August. Following an all-out push at the 
end of June for Field Day and with vacation schedules being 
what they are, we have considered July and early August to be 
a stand-down time for the WVARA.
   There will, however, be monthly WVARA Board of Directors 
meetings unless they are officially cancelled. Members are 
always welcome at Board meetings.
   Also, the yearly picnic will be held, as usual, in August. 
However, due to a scheduling conflict, this year’s picnic will be 
held the third Saturday in August, still at the home of K9ERE 
and KA9ALI, but a week later than usual, on Aug. 16. 
   Bring your swimming gear and come as early as 4:30 if you 
want to swim. Food will hit the grill at around 6:30 unless there 
is sufficient threat made to the chef to begin earlier. (We try to 
wait until the sun is nearly off the deck.) BTW, please bring 
folding chairs; we don’t have nearly enough!  TNX  -ed.
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